Congress of the Anited States
Washington, BC 20313

March 16, 2006

The Hon. Ralph Regula, Chairman The Hon. David R. Obey, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies

Commiittee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

2358 Rayburn HOB 1016 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey:

We are writing in support of funding in fiscal year (FY) 2007 for the programs of the
Corporation for National and Community Service.

As an independent federal agency, the Corporation is responsible for some of the most effective
programs that engage citizens across generations in service to help address critical community
needs around the nation. These programs include AmeriCorps State and National, AmeriCorps
National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC), AmeriCorps Volunteers in Service to America
(VISTA), Learn and Serve America and Senior Corps.

Since September 2005, more than 13,000 national service participants have provided
humanitarian assistance to the victims of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilson. Of these, 1,600
members of NCCC and 700 AmeriCorps members have been deploved to the region to perform
an endless variety of critically needed services. They have established and operated temporary
shelters, provided meals and social services, coordinated the warehousing and distribution of
donated goods, cleared debris, organized children's activities and managed thousands of
community volunteers who offered to help.

The national service response, however, has not been limited to the on-the-ground effort in the
Gulf. In communities across the country, national service programs are joining with local, state
and federal agencies and nonprofit organizations to provide long-term relief to those uprooted
and displaced by the storms. For example, tens of thousands of students supported by Learn and
Serve America are collecting school supplies, raising funds and preparing disaster relief kits.

National service programs are needed now more than ever, not only to care for evacuees and
rebuild cities. but to make society more resilient in preparing for and preventing future crises.
We are concerned that the Administration’'s proposal to eliminate the NCCC and to cut the
AmerCorps State and National and Learn & Serve programs sends precisely the wrong message
1o citizens who want to build a better tomorrow for those in the greatest need. Independent
evaluations show that the benefits generated by these programs are worth the federal investment
in them. We urge you to provide a robust appropriation to preserve the continuum of service and
engage more Americans In this critical work.
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AmeriCorps State and National is a network of local, state, and national service programs that
connect more than 70.000 Americans each year in intensive service to meet our country's needs
in education, public safety, health, and the environment. Since FY04, funding to support
AmeriCorps operations has been on a persistent decline. We urge you to stop this trend, and
restore the program to its FY 2005 enacted level of $430.5 million for AmeriCorps State and
National grants and the National Service Trust Fund. We support at least level funding for
AmeriCorps VISTA, as recommended by the President.

The AmeriCorps NCCC is a full-time residential program for men and women. ages 18-24 that
strengthens communities while developing leaders through direct, team-based national and
community service. The NCCC 1s a trained force that can be immediately deployed. Four
trained NCCC teams were pulled from other assignments and sent to support shelters in
Mississippi and Alabama one day after Hurricane Katrina hit. The service NCCC

members provided to evacuees was invaluable, and so is the NCCC. We urge you to reject the
Administration's proposals to terminate the NCCC and to provide $26 million to continue the
program's operations.

The Corporation for National and Community Service has worked closely with this Congress
and the Administration to improve the agency's management and the operation of its programs.
If additional steps must be taken to enhance and reform the NCCC, we look forward to working
with CNCS to make the necessary changes. But we cannot support the immediate termination of
a program that is on the ground helping our fellow Americans in times of great need.

Leam and Serve America supports and encourages service-learning throughout the United States,
providing direct and indirect support to K-12 schools, community groups and higher education
institutions to facilitate service-learning projects. The program enables over 1.5 million students
to make meaningful contributions to their communities while building their academic and civic
skills and instilling an ethic of lifelong community service. Learn and Serve America is a
relatively small grant program with huge impact: a four to one return on the federal investment
of only $28 per student. We recommend that you restore the program to its traditional funding
level of S43 million to support service learning.

The National Senior Service Corps is a network of programs including Foster Grandparents,
Senior Companions, and RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program) that utilize the
experience, skills, and talents of older citizens to meet community needs and challenges. We
support at least level funding for Senior Corps in FY 2007, as recommended bv President Bush.

We understand the difficult task vou face trying to allocate limited resources wisely. but we
respectfully urge vou to protect each of these relatively small investments that have such
profound impact. Cutting funding for one of these programs to fund another is not the answer.
Please restore full funding for the NCCC, AmeriCorps State and National and Learn & Serve
America.

Sincerely,
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Members of Congress
Supporting Funding for the Corporation for National and Community Service

Tom Allen (D-ME)
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
Shelley Berkley (D-N\V)
Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)
Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY)
Jeb Bradley (R-NH)
Sherrod Brown (D-OH)
Michael Capuano (D-MA)
Ed Case (D-HI)

. John Conyers (D-MI)
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Jim Davis (D-FL)

Peter DeFazio (D-OR)
Diana DeGette (D-CO)
Norm Dicks (D-WA)
John Dingell (D-MI)
Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)
Eliot Engel (D-NY)
Anna Eshoo (D-CA)

Bob Etheridge (D-NC)
Sam Farr (D-CA)

Chaka Fattah (D-PA)
Harold Ford (D-TN)
Bamney Frank (D- MA)
Raul Grijalva (D-AZ)
Brian Higgins (D-NY)
Rubén Hinojosa (D-TX)
John Larson (D-CT)
James Leach (R-IA)

John Lewis (D-GA)
Stephen Lynch (D-MA)
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
Doris Matsui (D-CA)
Betty McCollum (D-MXN)
Jim McDermott (D-WA)
James McGovern (D- MA)
Gwen Moore (D-WI)
James Moran (D-VA)
Jerry Nadler (D-NY)
Richard Neal (D-MA)
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)
Tom Osborne (R-NE)
Major Owens (D-NY)
David Price (D-NC)



44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

Nick Rahall (D-WV)
Charles Rangel (D-NY)
Silvestre Reves (D-TX)
Mike Ross (D-AR)

Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)
Adam Schiff (D-CA)
John Schwarz, M.D. (R-MI)
Christopher Shays (R-CT)
Rob Simmons (R-CT)
Bart Stupak (D-MI)

Tom Udall (D-NM)

Chris Van Hollen (D-MD)
Melvin Watt (D-NC)
Henry Waxman (D-CA)



